
(4. ) In diphtheritic conjunctivitis but very rarely, and only when
tho vascularity of tho part has been re-established, when the epithe-
lial layer is unhealthy, and where nature is evidently laboring to
throw off the morbid exudations in the tissues.
Tho sulphate of copper is superior to the nitrate of silver—
(1.) Iu acute conjunctivitis, where the secretion is scanty and

where there is but little hypertrophy of the papilla) and the cellular
tissue, and but little alteration of the epithelial layer.
(2.) When acute conjunctivitis becomes chronic—a condition

whore the nitrate may be occasionally used in combination with it.
(3.) In chronic granular conjunctivitis; especially in trachoma

when tho mucous membrane soems to be deficient and the epithelial
layer thin, and when a tendency to cicatrization of the tissue exists.
Here, also, the nitrate may be used occasionally, whenever the epi-
thelial layer is increased in thickness and the granulations appear
large and florid.
(4.) In a relaxed condition of the conjunctiva or subconjunctival

tissuo from whatever cause, where moderate but continued stimula-
tion is required.
Among the varieties of conjunctivitis for tho treatment of which

both of the above remedies would appear contra-indicated, may be
mentioned the following:—
(1.) In simple hyperamiia of tho conjunctiva, and in simple catar-

rhal conjuctivitis, where milder astringents are more advantageous.
(2.) In the latter stages of purulent or gonorrhœal conjunctivitis,

when the circulation has been so much interfered with thai stasis is
liable to occur—a condition in which all astringents arc extremely
injurious.
As different diseases of the same class must necessarily run into

each other, and as no distinct line can be drawn between different
phases or degrees of tho same disease, no absolute rule for the use
of either of tho above remedies can be laid down; still, I cannot
help thinking that the above classification represents, in a general
way, the cases to which the virtues of each remedy are applicable.
and that their peculiar therapeutical merits will be found to depend
on their respective chemical and physiological properties.
THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURSDAY, JULY 27,1865.

The following letter from a distinguished member of our profession,
now absent in South America, will most acceptably to our readers re-
place any disquisition, inevitably labored as it would be in the tropi-
cal temperature of tho present week, which we could possibly offer
them. Its statements with regard to one of the great destroyers oftho human race will create some surprise, directly antagonistic as they
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are to somo current beliefs in this community at the prosont time.
They do not, however, in our judgment, invalidate the deductions from
patient and extensivo observation hero, but only tend to show that indifferent localities, under widely différent social and climatic condi-
tions, the sanio morbid processes may be set up. Wo also feel that
positive statements, even of intelligent and reliable physicians, as to
probable causes of disease, unless based on statistical research and
study, with special reference to what in other localities such research
has almost demonstrated as 'the main causo there, should not bo al-
lowed the same weight in deciding tho general question. The fetter
was written, ¡is will be seen, on the day of the anniversary meetingof tho Massachusetts Medical Sociotj', and by the gentleman, Dr.
Cutting, whose address was road to the Society on that day by the
Fellow to whom the letter was Written.

5 Río de Janeiro. May 31,1885.Du. R. M. Honons. 1 12—2, P.M. (Boston timo).My Dear Doctor,—In this " far-off land where endless Bummer
reigns," and i'ains often, as now, so copiously that to cross the street
one must hire a negro slave to carry him in arms (price ono " dump,"
equivalent to a penny), even hero, so far off, the return of this hourcarries one's thoughts back to his own land, where now, perhaps insloety breezes, tho members of our profession are assembling with a
nobler zeal for their calling, and a friendlier interest in each other,than has ever yet been known among their brethren of this warmer
elimo. If I could send you a toast for the ploasanter portion of to-
day's exercises, one that would embody the result of a short experi-
ence here, I would give : Tho continued and lasting prosperity of our
medical societies—the dignity of tho profession is not more truly sus-
tained by the scientific attainments of individual members than bytheir frequent meetings for professional and friendly intercourse with
ono another.—In these regions medical societies are unknown ;
social gatherings are unheard of. The government looks after the
profession—fining irregular practitioners when complained of, andregular ones when riding too fast on horse-back to their patients—
one may ride at any speed in a vehicle drawn by as many mules
as he chooses. Heretofore great jealousy has existed towards
foreigners, who, as a rule, have been hotter educated and superior
to native practitioners. This, however, is now passing off, and
a better feeling begins to prevail, to the advantage of both par-
ties. Means for professional study have boon increased, and local
instruction for students is said to bo ample and thorough—as much
so as in schools elsewhere. Hospitals arc sufficiently numerous, aud
somo are not surpassed in any country—for instance, the Don Pedro
II. Asylum for the Insane ; and the Misericordia, a general hospital,
at Rio. The new portions of the latter are remarkable, surpassing
any of the kind 1 have ever seen, in order, neatness, freedom from
odors, arrangement and general appearance of the wards. Large,
long, high-ceiled rooms, with numerous windows opening to the floor,little iron bedsteads, clean bedding, with bright red blankets nicely
folded at the foot of each, perfectly white wails, waxed and polished
floors, and doors also, of tho beautiful woods of the country, long
parallel corridors, court-yard gardens fitted with walks and shaded
seats—all give an air of unsurpassed elegance to this home of the
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afflicted. Nor will one bo disappointed in the details of the establish-
ment, over which Sisters of Charity (all from Franco, 1 believe) pre-side with their accustomed and proverbial devotion.On inquiring what diseases prevail most, I was surprised to learnthat tubercular consumption is by far the most frequent disease, not
only at Rio, but throughout the Empire. This has been the unani-
mous reply of medical men hete, and from other parts of the country,
both native and foreign. Some rate the proportion of deaths as high
as ono in four, others one in six or seven, of the wholo number from
all causes. As to tho cause of the disease the answer is, on the one
hand comparatively luxurious living and mental anxiety to obtain it,
and, on tho other, the insufficient supply of animal food and its poor
quality ; intemperance ; ami harder work than formerly of the free la-
borers, &c. &c. The heat of the climate is also considered and em-
phasized as a principal causo ; but on my asking if moisture had not
something to do with it, 1 was answered that, on the contrary, mois-
ture has been diminishing during the thirty years past, while phthisishas
been at the same time on the increase. Moreover, the disease has
been known to select certain houses or spots remarkable for their
healthy position in other respects, removed from water-courses or
dampness, in every way unobjectionable, and scizo upon every family
that dared to occupy such places, through a series of years, untilthose residences wore abandoned and left to ruin through fear of an
inevitable attack. Other instances have been known where the dis-
ease has occurred in attendants on the sick in such lengthened series
as to give rise to a popular belief that it can bo communicated from one
person to another. Indeed, a prominent physician of Bahiti maintainsthat it is as contagious as smallpox, and brings no small array of factsin support of his argument. What will be said to this by our friends
who loudly denounce those who cannot seo with thoir theory-tinted
spectacles ? Hero are facts noted by gentlemen who have no hypo-
theses to support. They notice that the disease has been on the in-
crease, While the atmosphere lias at tho saino timo become moro dry ;
that the worst places have not been in the neighborhood of water,
nor such as have been subject to fogs or dampness ; while they admittheir inability to explain fully its frequency or its increase. Surely
such a world-spread disease must have some other origin than one to
be indicated by tho thermometer or guaged by the drosometer.
While phthisis is so common here, all aver that pneumonia and

pleurisy are comparatively unknown—ono eminent practitioner saying
that in twenty years he had not seen more' than four or five cases.
Dysentery and diarrhoea are not very frequent. Most practitioners
" rely on the calomel practice " in these complaints—other treatment
not being so well borne. Elephantiasis and lepra figure largely among
skin diseases hereabouts, espocially such cases as come to the hospi-
tals, ono of which is devoted to their treatment. Ilydrocelo is also a
very common affection. In tho streets can be seen at any time num-
bers of negroes, knock-kneed and otherwise distorted ; mado so by
the great burdens they carry on their heads, aud perhaps also by the
way they tire themselves carried when infants—astride their mothers'
backs. I once saw a negro slave carrying a barrel of sugar on his
head 1
But as I did not come to Brazil to study its diseases, I will not
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longer trouble you with such matters. I will merely add a word or
two concerning our own party. Since entering tho tropics, nearly all
have experienced somo discomfort or disorder ; three or four have
been, temporarily, quite ill. One, the conchologist, though conva-lescent, will return by the first direct opportunity. Another, zoolo-
gist, who has had an attack of varioloid, will leave for Europe, home-
ward bound, on the first steamer suiting his convenience. Whither,
also, may go your humble servant, unless health, which has suffered
materially, soon alters for the better. The chief discomforts havearisen from derangements of the digestive organs—an indescribable
lassitude, a difficulty of progression which requires the utmost effortof a reluctant will to overcome, a leaden heaviness of the feet, with a
confused aching of tho head on any continued exertion—and occasion-
ally strong indications of fever. But all these have been mostly over-
come by prudence, or havo nearly passed off spontaneously. Not-
withstanding these partial drawbacks, the country hereabouts has
been examined pretty thoroughly, by somo or other of us to a distanceof nearly two hundred miles into the interior. The flora and fauna
are so very different from those of the North, that Prof. Agassiz seems
quite overtasked in the multitude of interesting objects presented tohis observation ; and specimens have been collected thus far sufficient
of themselves, one might say, to nearly make up a cargo. He hasalready made out over twenty new genera and species of fishes—anotable circumstance when it is remembered that his first groat work
was the classification and description of fishes collected in Brazil bySpix and Von Martius. Many leading citizens, including the Empe-
ror himself, take great interest in tho Professor's investigations. By
the way, the Emperor is truly a very remarkable man. He is more astudent than a ruler ; a philosopher rather than a leader. Well post-ed in science, he questions quite closely those he sends for, on theirspecial subjects, tho latest discoveries and discussions-Mnen and
things. For instance, ho asked the other day about your ether ques-
tion, the comparative dangers of other and chloroform, and also theoperation of tracheotomy. He often sends for Prof. Agassiz, andoffers him varied and valuablo assistance in furtherance of his journey
and the great object he has at heart.But I must stop, or else you will have reason for wishing that I had
remained at home to save you from reading my long-spun letter.Kind remembrances to our professional aud other friends.

Yours faithfully, B. E. Cutting.

Plühai. Births.—The Medical and Surgical Reporter publishes a case
of plural births, occurring in the practice of Dr. H. H. Lowrio, of
Washington, D. C. The mother, aged 36 years, has had four previ-
ous children in single births, unattended by any unusual circumstances.
At tho time of the present labor she was enormously enlarged, the
whole lower part of the body and the lower extremities being of morethan twice their natural proportions. She measured " around the
abdomen, on a level with tho umbilicus, 84 inches ; around tho knee,
28 inches ; around tho calf, 27 inches ; and around the foot, directly
over tho junction of the phalanges and metatarsal bones, 20 inches.
The skin was shiny from tension, and so rigid that it did not dont at
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all upon pressure." She was delivered of four female children, three
of which lived from one to fifteen minutes ; the last was stillborn.
The amount of liquor amnii was onormous ; in the words of the re-
porter, it " gushed out with the force of water from a pump, and con-
tinued to rush with almost unabated force the whole time of the dis-
charge. I caught six gallons of the waters, but much more was dis-
charged, as the bed, coverlids and floor were completely saturated.
There was no difference in the color and character of the waters from
those passed generally in natural labor." It is stated that there werebut two placentas, from one of which ono cord arose, from the other
three. From the size of the children, Dr. Lowrie estimated the age
of the foetuses to be about six and a half months. The size of tho
woman ten days after delivery was " 58 inches around the abdomen ;18 inches around the knee, calf, and foot respectively, the last beingmeasured at the same point from which measurement was given above."At the time the caso was reported sho was doing well, although therehad been much uterine hiemorrhage.

Harvard Medical School.—The following is a list of the gentle-
men who received their medical degrees on the 19th inst., with thesubjects of their dissertations :—

Name and Residence. Thesis.
Clarence John Blake, Huston, Disinfectants.
Franklin Whitney Brigham, Shrewsbury, Mind and Body.Joseph A. Bubien, U. S. Navy, Bilious Remittent Fever of thoWest

Coast of Mexico.
John Thomas Cameron, Prince Edward's isJ'rf.Porlodic Fever.
Richard J. P. Goodwin, Boston, Gun-shot Wounds.
Alfred Leonard Haskius, A.B., Boston, Anatomy and Physiology of thoLiver.
Charles Edward Inches, A.B., Boston, Cystitis.
Amos Howe Johnson, A.B., Middleton, Scrofula.
Otis Henry Johnson, A.B., Ilarcrhill, Scurvy.Vincent Klijah Kcegan, Roxbury, Dietetics.
John l!;in McDonald, Belfast, P. li. I., Quinine.
George Edward Mason, Providence, R. I., Causes and Treatment of Unumtcd

Fractures.
Horace Gcorgo Miller, Pawtucket, R. I., Hypcrmetropia.
Simon Groves Miuomian, Lowell, Diphtheria.
Charles Henry Page, IT. S. Navy, Dengue.Isaac Newton Perlcy, Enfield, Variola.
Charles liurnlmin Porter, A.B., Boston, Compound Fracture of the Femur.George Herman Powors, A.B., Boston, Mechanism of Expiration.Daniel Livingston Randall, iSaston, Scarlatina.
Charles Hdward Sanhoni, Winchester, Hospital Gangrene.Edward Sawyer, Boston, Province of the Art of Healing.
George Grosvenor Tarbcll, A.B., Lincoln, Camp Diseases.
Oliver Falrfleld Wadsworth, A.B., Boston Paraplegia.
Samuel Gilbert Webber, A.B., West Needham, Dengno.Edward Wlgglesworth, Jr., A.B., Boston, Classification of Venereal Disease.
William Woods, Boston, Typhoid Fever.

George Cheyne Shattück, M.D.,
July 21st, 1865. Dean of the Medical Faculty.

The thirteenth annual meeting of the American Pharmaceutical As-
sociation will bo held in Boston, on Tuesday, Sept. 5, at 3 o'clock, P.M.
The British Pharmaceutical Conference will meet in September, in

the city of Birmingham. The Pharmaceutical Journal for June con-
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tains a list of tho subjects of inquiries which are expected to be an-
swered on that occasion, about fifty in number.
Governor Curtin has appointed Brigadier General Horatio G. Sickel,

who has faithfully served in the Army during the past four years, to
the position of Health Officer in Philadelphia.The British Association for the Advancement of Science will hold
its sessions this year at Birmingham, under the Presidency of Pro-
fessor Phillips.
The physicians of St. Mary's County, Maryland, met at Leonard-
town, on the 9th of May last, and formed a Society, under the title of
the " Medico-Chirurgical Society of St. Mary's County."
The following-named medical officers have been announced as Quar-

antine Officers for the several ports set opposite their respectivo
names :—Assistant Surgeon E. K. Hogan, United States Volunteers,
Tybee Roads, Ga. Assistant Surgeon Alexander Lelong, United
States Volunteers, Fernandina, Fla. Assistant Surgeon E. D. Buck-
man, United States Volunteers, Charleston, S. C. Assistant Surgeon
Walter R. Way, United States Volunteers, Port Royal Harbor, S. C.
The Miami Medical College, at Cincinnati, has recently been reor-

ganized, and preparations are being made by which a most tho-
rough course of medical instruction will be given. A largo and very
strong corps of professors has been elected to fill the various chairs.
The Annual Announcement of tho St. Louis Medical College is be-

fore the public. This is a first class institution, its chairs filled by
men of experience and eminent as teachers. All the usual facilities
are abundant here.

VITAL STATISTICS OF BOSTON.
For the Week ending Saturday, July 22d, 1865.

DEATHS.
Males. Females. Total.

Deaths during the week ..... . 51 63 114
Ave. mortality of corresponding weeks for ten years, 1853—1863, 42.5 39.0 81.6
Average corrected to increased population .... 00 00 90.21
Death of persons above90------- 0 1 1

=

Pamphlets Received.—Medical Communications, with the Proceedings of the Seventy-
third Annual Convention of the Connecticut Medical Society, held at Hartford, May 24th
and 25th, 1865.

MAnniED,—At Chelmsford, June 29th. Charles Dutton, M.D., of tho Illinois State Hospi-
tal, to Miss Mary E. Perham, of Chelmsford.

Died,—At Washington, D. C, on the 6th inst., Dr. Bela N. Stevens, of New Hampshire,First Assistant Physician at the Government Insane Asylum, Washington, D. C.
Deaths in Boston forthc week ending Saturday noon, July 22d, 114. Males, 51—Fe-males, 63. Accident, 1—apoplexy, 4—congestion of the brain, 1—disease of the brain, 6—inflammation of the brain, i—bronchitis, 3—cancer, 2—carbuncle, 1—cholera iufuntuin,17—cholera morbus, 1—consumption, 13—convulsions, 3—croup, 1—alarrhœa, 2—diphthe-
ria, 1—dropsy, 2—dropsy of the brain, 6—drowned, 1—dysentery, 9—scarlet fever, 1—ty-riid fever, 6—luemorrhagc, 2—disease of tho heart, 2—infantile disease, 3—intemperance,disease of the kidneys, 2—congestion of the lungs, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 1—
marasmus, 1—measles, 1—old age, 1—paralysis, 3—peritonitis, 1—puerperal disease, 1—scrofula, 1—smallpox, 1—unknown, G—whooping cough, 2,Under 5 years of age, 57—between 5 and 20 vcars.lö—botween 20 and 40 years, 20—be-tween 40 and 00 years, 14—above 60 years, 13. "Born in theUnited States, 85—Ireland, 21—other places, 8.
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